March 2010

The Meaning of Lent

Volume 3, Number 3
ent is a time for giving things up, we tell our-
selves. Yes, itis. But for a good reason. Lent

is the time we remember how much our Lord

Jesus Christ gave up for us. In former times, Chris-

tians were told to give up eating meat on Fridays

during Lent. The reason? It was on a Friday (Good

Friday) that Jes ushisgfeshtas

lifed for us. So every time someone had a meatless

meal on Friday, that person was supposed to think,

il dm giving up meat

gave up so much for

There are 40 days in the Lent. These 40 days do not
include Sundays which celebrate the Celebration of
the Resurrection of Jesus. There are 40 days to re-
flect the 40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness
being tempted by Satan. At one time Easter Sunday
was when new believers were baptized and were re-
ceived into the faith community so they spent this
time in intense prayer and study. At Olivet we also
encourage everyone to spend their time in study and
prayer. There are several opportunities to do this as
part of a group and on your own.

me .

Ash Wednesday (February 17, 2010) is the

seventh Wednesday before Easter Sunday
and is known as the day of Ashes. The
placing of Ashes on your forehead is a
sign of repentance. The ash is made from
Palms from the previ
day service. They are gathered, dried and
burned. The ashes are then mixed with an oil to

make a paste.
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Holy Week

(March 28 -31, 2010) begins with
Palm Sunday, the day Jesus rode
into Jerusalem, people lined the
roads to greet and cheer him. Dur-
ing this same week Jesus drove the
money changers from the temple.

+ Judas agrees to hand Jesus over to

u

today :

Oarlf'dS aslé/s ehﬂnr f% Sre

the chief priests and Jewish religious leaders. This
leads to Maundy Thursday.

Maundy Thursday (April 1, 2010) is the day
when Christians
dast Supper. The word Maundy
is actually a Latin word meaning
ACommandment 0O
Saunp e FXx d duasy
Inew cdrenzandment) that you love
one another. o
Supper as Jesus broke bread and gave the wine he
said to his disciples
Shortly after this last meal he spent time alone in the
Garden of Gethsemane in intense, passionate prayer
to God. There he was arrested by the Jewish temple
police.

Good Friday (April 2, 2010) Jesus is brought
before Pontius Pilate and Herod Antipas. Herod

turns Jesus back over to Pontius Pilate who orders
him to be beaten and then crucified. The chief
priests and religious leaders led the crowd in urging

Pilate to crucify Jesus. Jesus carries his cross to Gol-
gotha where He is crucified or hung on the cross be-
tween two thieves in repentance for our sin. During

this time he is mocked by the crowd, guards and one
thief. The other thief regp nlzes J Us for who he is
ber hi
when he gets to paradlse. Jesus calls
out to God and dies. Jesus is laid in
a borrowed tomb where three days
later the tomb is found to be empty
because Jesus has been resurrected.
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From the desk of Pastor Dave f oHey weirdo! o

Hey weirdo! Wel | t hweetidrsd én @ td se xmaoctt | whdtowa nor
our conversation began, but it could have. I woul d do! 0o
had a person approach me the other week and The person continued to try to make his

aské narenodt you the ppagsitnotr afproum thhhat wwelr tdwe
Lutheran church on Fr e&bou bvenl welBothe Seople frothaa différent
sure how to respond s 0padkgrondsitheteCaHdSyow have &dmeé feal iy
am one of the pastors sphnd&ld veit diBeyaectony o f s a
Lighto Lutheran Chur ch t@dahoudtttitsve Hafe séhle Really HigGifrers &

on French Island, but | am not sure what you  Qljvet (I was thinking of our staff). I told him that
mean by weird.o They tfe®bléteach8sthatdo thkse FHY AaXedbben for-
have weird music instead of hymns played on  gjven much they need to forgive much. In other
the organ.o It ol d thgdhds &t DIRdt, waVall knbvbushere we 8amé ffofh @ n
and flute at our 8am service, but we also use gnd we know how God has forgiven us much and
drums, guitars and other instruments to praise  how we are now called to forgive others much.
God in worship at our other worship services. e are called to share the light and love of our

He saidefithatdogowbne Weldigmd Merciful Father God, who forgives us
told him that in the Bible in the book of Psalms 5 nd restores us to |ive

they also used drums and other instrumentsto | goked at me and said, At

praise God. He looked at me and shook his  church is supposed to be a place of Holy people
headé fAThat o6s Tjiutsdts nwoeti pHpgalipA@Y3. | Any normal church would tell those

Then the person saidiénnielrsewbprr enetacd dgo! Youodr
that you pray for people in the worship ser- As he walked away he s
vice. o I told him of @M fastest YBwing QkherAndchurch mttes a
pretty normal behavior coflet R&giof bt 'a$ far as | B coh@indlé
Aithatdéds not what I me ayoudr eh €@ rfu nycohu od € twled Irldyo e
pray for the person right there at churchand s ai d, fAmay you be blessed

even lay hands on them angds phddawdy?bund fySelihaPking

told him that yes it is a biblical practice to lay God for a really weird church!
hands on the sick and pray for them and that
yes sometimes it even happens in the worship

service. He | ooked anPPastor PDayvesai dé dthatods

just too

God bless your weirdness.

Compact Oxford Dictionary
normal
w I R 2-8dbformignSo a standard; usual, typical, or expected.

weird
w | R 2-SugdestiySomething supernatural; uncanny.
0 ORIGIN originally in the sense having the power to control destiny: from an Old English word




oSharing the Light and the Love of Our Lordés

Meet the Olivet Leadershlp Team for 2010

A Leadership Team orientation was held on Saturday, f
Feb. 13 for all team leaders and especially for new lead-§&
ers who were elected at the annual meeting on January '
24, Please join us in welcoming new leaders: Tom Ris-
low, Vice President; Michelle Wendtland, Worship Tea
Leader; Dorothy Payne, Stewardship Team Leader; Mari
and Linda Levan, Social Ministry Gloeaders and Tim '
Betlach, Youth and Family Team Leader. They join =am
Leadership Team members Eric Strauss, President; Cingbesident Eric Strauss * Vice Pres. Tom Rislow *
Cossette, Secretary; Glenn Green, Treasurer; Kermit g
King, Property Team Leader; Melanie Wuensch, Evan-
gelism Team Leader and Barb Wilder, Hospitality Team
Leader.

Special thanks to outgoing leaders Vice President Rod |
Blank, Social Ministry Team Leader Faye Bright, Stew-
ardship Team Leader Nancy Arens and Worship Team g
Leader Linda Liethen for their faithful service. Secretary Cindy Cossette * Treasurer Glenn Green *

From Left:

Kermit King *
Property; Michelle
Wendtland, Wor-
ship; Melanie
Wuensch, Evangel-
ism; and Dorothy
Payne, Steward-

ship.

From Left:

Barb Wilder, Hos-
pitality; Mark and
Linda Levan, Social
Ministry; and Tim
Betlach, Youth and
Family Ministries.

(* Denotes also serves on Administrative Team.)

Results of the February 14 Special Congregational Meeting
1. A new Constitution was approved.
2. By avote of 52 to 5, the choice for the Fellowship Hall flooring is the same type of tile that is in thel new

part of the building. More information will be published in upcoming newsletters concerning fundraisgrs to
support this choice.




