
March 13/14, 2010                                                                    “Sharing the Light and the Love of Our Lord”  

Olivet “Beacon of Light” Lutheran Church 

WEEKLY BEACON 

The Daily Devotionals ―Christ in our Home‖ is now 

available for April—June.  Copies are available, includ-

ing large print, at the Welcome Table.   

Lenten Challenges/Announcements 

òJourneying with Jesusó  

      ―Journeying with Jesus‖                                         

Continues for the next two Wednesdays as 

we again will hear a monologue from a 

different Biblical character. 
   

                              Wednesday, March 17—Martha 

         Wednesday, March 24—Lazarus 
 

Soup and Sandwich Suppers—Only two left!  

The next soup and sandwich supper will be hosted by the 

Leadership Team and staff on Wednesday, March 17 begin-

ning at 5:45pm.   
 

Please check out the sign up sheet to see if there is some-

thing that you would like to share such as a crock pot of 

soup, a couple dozen sandwiches or a dessert for a time of 

good food and fellowship.  Food items should be brought in 

by 5:30pm. 
 Journey into the Olivet Library  for 

resources that will draw you closer to 

Jesus this Lent.  There are Bible refer-

ence materials, apologetics that prove 

God’s existence, devotionals for all 

ages, and lots more, including CD’s with all genres of 

Christian music.  Why not strengthen your Lenten com-

mitment(s) by listening to “God messages” every day 

and throughout each day?  It’s an easy way to journey 

with  Jesus! 

Easter Share Bags—Deadline is March 17th 

By giving up one dining experience you can provide a meal 

for a needy family.  A meal suggestion/shopping list is avail-

able at the display in the Narthex.   

Bags will be available to any member/friend of Olivet on the 

weekend of March 20/21.  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

has stepped forward as a co-sponsors of this event.  We 

thank them for their support. 

Last weeks meal hosted by the Women of Olivet had pro-

ceeds of $237.00 (-10% for benevolence) which will go to-

wards the Fellowship Hall Flooring Fund. Thank-you for 

your support! 

 2nd 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal Service Activity  

We are collecting items that can be packaged up and 

given to residents at Bethany Riverside, New Horizons 

and at the Salvation Army. These packets will contain 

items that will be useful to those who are unable to pur-

chase these items themselves either because they don’t 

have the money or who can’t get out to shop.  

The packaging date will be Saturday, March 20th.  Please 

sign-up to help at the display in the Narthex where you 

will also find a list of items needed.  Items are due: 

March 17th.  

You have the opportunity to order flowers if you 

wish to honor or remember someone this Easter.  

Choices are a lily, begonia or mum.  The order 

forms can be found on the Welcome Table.       

The deadline to order is March 21st.   

A new Bible study, ―Loafers‖ will soon begin at Olivet. 

It will be held on the second Thursday of the month (6-

9pm) starting on April 8 followed by a Saturday 

“tournament” from 6am—noon.  The focus will be on 

The Truth Project and Bass.  Contact Dave Mikrut for 

more information.  
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 NEW DISCIPLES/MEMBERS WELCOME  

The 2010 High School Youth Mission Trip has been re-

scheduled to August 1—6 due to a conflict with summer 

school classes.  The new location will be Benton Harbor, 

MI   The estimated cost is $300 per student.  Fundraising 

activities will be available.  Registration Deadline on April 

1, 2010.           

                   Only 10 spots available-register ASAP 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH TRIP  

 

If you are a first time guest, welcome to Olivet. Please 

stop at the Welcome Center following worship for an infor-

mational packet and a free gift. 
 

During this flu season, if you are uncomfortable shaking 

hands, please greet one another with a smile or a wave. 

 

The memorial candle is lit this weekend by Mary 

June in memory of Clyde June’s birthday. 

WELCOME  

Have you filled out the quiz of the month at the Welcome Table?  Take the quiz and put it in the basket provide and 

return it for a drawing at the end of the month.   The February winner is Michelle Wendtland.  Congratulations!                                        

         Sample question:  How long did it rain on Noah? 

         A.- 40 Days   B - 40 Nights   C - Both A & B 

Holy Yoga every Monday 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp Scholarships 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp is gearing up for the summer.  

The 2010 brochures of summer programs and retreats are 

available at the Welcome Table.  Check out Sugar 

Creek’s  website at www.SugarCreekBibleCamp.org for 

more information. 

This year Olivet will offer scholarships for youth going to 

camp. To apply for a scholarship, please complete an ap-

plication form and return it to the church office no later 

than April 1.  Forms can be found by the Sugar Creek 

brochures located on the Welcome table.  
 

April 1 Deadline for Sugar Creek Scholarships. 

Shirt Fundraiser– Place your Order Now! 

Shirts with the Olivet logo will be on display Wednesday 

evenings during Lent. Orders for tee shirts, sweatshirts, 

polo or casual shirts will be taken with the profits going to 

the Olivet youth.  Adult and youth sizes available.  Cost 

varies with the type of shirt and size 

Military Addresses Needed—Today! 

We will be sending Easter packages to our sol-

diers serving either in overseas locations or sta-

tioned within the US borders.  Please forward 

your soldiers name and current complete ad-

dress (even if you have submitted it before). 

FELLOWSHIP HALL FLOORING FUNDRAISERS  

1. Buy a square foot or more of tile for $10 per sq ft.  This 

is a great way to honor or remember someone.  All do-

nations will be listed in the Monthly newsletters. Check 

out the display in the Narthex for sponsor forms. 
 

2. A Chicken Q will be held on Thursday, 

April 22.  Tickets will be available soon for you 

to sell to your friends and family. More informa-

tion to follow. 
     

Your support of these two fundraisers will allow the tile to 

be put down sooner than later.  Work will not begin until 

we have the funds to cover the material and labor.    

How would you like to be on a team that 

your could feel like a kid again?  We are 

looking for a team of people to come up 

with ideas on how to improve/decorate our 

Nursery.  If you would like to be on a team, please note 

Nursery Ideas on the back of your worship card. 

A ―Recovery Worship‖ will be held the 2nd & 3rd Sun-

days of each month at Olivet at 4:00pm.  This will be an 

informal gathering for people as they journey through 

steps of recovery so they may experience the joy and 

abundant life Jesus promised.  Both people in recovery of 

any kind and their family members are invited to attend. 

The next New Disciple/Member Orientation will be held 

on Saturday, April 17 from 9-11:00am.  If you are inter-

ested in becoming a member of Olivet, please attend or if 

you know of someone who is looking for a church home, 

please invite them to attend. 

A New Disciple/Member Welcome will take place on Sun-

day, April 18 at the 10:00am worship service. 

A potluck will be held following the service.  Hot beef 

sandwiches will be provide but please bring a dish to share 

with others.  
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
 

March 13/14   Saturday at 5:30pm    Sunday at 8:00am    Sunday at 10:00 am 
Readers:     Paula Betlach      Tim Ackerman     Melanie Wuensch 
Hosts:      Dan/Betty Fagan     Bill/Jane Binnebose   Russ Dresdow/Bev Scott 
Greeters:     Robin/Robin Dyck     Erna Brauer/Carmen Phelps  
Communion Helpers: Pastor Dave/Paula Betlach  Pastor Dave/Tim Ackerman Pastor Dave/M. Wuensch/ 
       Glenn/PJ Green      Pastor Ron/Alice Ackerman C. Lefevre/B. & P. Barney/                     
                          R & L Sturgis/M Howard   
Acolyte:     Nick Betlach      Andrew Ackerman    Zak Kjos        
Nursery:     Tom Drievold      Open-Not Staffed    Tracy Loon 
Counters:     Alice Gerken/Steve Kemp           Carol Maier/Cindy Lefevre 
Sound Tech.:   Michelle Wendtland    Chris Ackerman    Mike Lefevre  
 

March 17    Mid -Week Lenten  
Reader:     Cathy Sobania      Acolyte:  Caleb Benson 

Hosts:      Faye Bright/Sarah Baldukas  Nursery:  Open-Not Staffed 
Greeters:     Cathy Sobania/Caleb Benson  Counters:  Cindy Cossette/Lynn Dettinger 
Sound Tech:    Brandon Vanderbush    Spotlight:  Chris Ackerman 
 
 

March 20/21   Saturday at 5:30pm    Sunday at 8:00am    Sunday at 10:00 am 

Readers:     Bob Hembd       Tim Ackerman     Paul Stuhr 
Hosts:      Gary/Cindy Cossette    Tim/Andy Ackerman   Nancy Arens/Gene Wuensch 
Greeters:     Anne Zeisler/Kim Dearman  Doug/Alice Olson    Barb Swertfeger/Phyllis Buchner 

Acolyte     Leevon Drievold     Willie Atkinson     Christian Strauss 
Nursery     Deb Faas        Open-Not Staffed    Brad/Melanie Wuensch 
Counters     Betty Fagan/Donna Kemp           Pat McHenry/Patty Houser 
Sound Tech.    Mike Lefevre      Brandon Vanderbush   Michelle Wendtland 
 

 
 

Altar Guild:    Linda Liethen 

 

Tools to use 
 

Free Bible in the sanctuary at Olivet 

http://www.biblegateway.com/Best 

Bible search site with many trans-

lations. 

http://net.bible.org/home.php  

       Bible online w/many helps. 

http://ww.faithcomesbyhearing.com/  

       Best audio Bible site. 

http://www.audiotreasure.com/  

       Great audio MP3 site for the Bible. 

http://www.e-sword.net/  

       Bible program 

iPod or iPhone -  There is an increasing number of Bible appli-

cations and Bibles, many are free.  I would also suggest 

“Bible Promises” ($1.99) and Daily Audio Bible which is a 

 Worship Times 
  

Saturday at 5:30 pm—Spirited Traditional Service 
Sunday at 8:00 am—Traditional Worship Service 

Sunday at 10:00 am—Celebration Service 

Sunday School - 10:00—11:00am                                  

     September—May 
 

Wednesday Mid-Week Lenten Worship at 7:00pm 

                  March 17, 24 
 

Holy Week: 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7:00pm 

Good Friday, April 2 at 7:00pm 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4 at 6:00am, 8:00am & 

10:00am  
 

March  

15 - Luke 13 

16 - Luke 14 

17 - Luke 15 

18 - Luke 16 

19 - Luke 17 

20 - Luke 18 

21 - Psalm 101 
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Lighthouse Devotions  March 15 -21, 2010  
Tools for your personal relationship with Christ from your friends at Olivet  

Monday, March 15, 2010  LUKE 13    Jesus teaches 
about entering the kingdom (22 -28). How does Jesus decide 

who will make it and who wonôt? If God wants all kinds of 
people to know him, why isnôt the door wider (29)? Who are 

the ones outside (11:23, 11:37-53, 12:9, 12:21, 12:45-46, 
13:1)? Why isnôt eating and drinking with Jesus enough? Do 

you think only a few, or many, or all will be saved? Why? Do 
you know whether you are inside or outside the kingdom? 
How do you get in (11:9, 12:31-32)? Recommit your life to 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010  LUKE 14    Jesus advises peo-
ple not to rush in for the best seats (7-14); he wants us to 
look for a place to serve. How does Jesusô view of honor dif-

fer from the view held by others? What does this teach you 
about kingdom values versus social values, and their appli-

cation in our lives? How does status and culture get in the 
way of loving Jesus? In 25-34, we are reminded about the 

cost of being a disciple. The word ñhateò here does not refer 
to mental or emotional dislike of family members or of oneôs 
own life, but rather a rejection of anything or anyone block-

ing our absolute commitment to Christ (see Matthew 10:21, 
10:34-39). How do each of the three parables in this passage 

relate to the necessity of giving our primary love and loyalty 
to Jesus? When did you realize that following Jesus would 
be costly? Do you ever wonder if itôs worth it? What keeps 

you going? Pray about struggles in your life, and leave them 
at the foot of the cross. 

 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010  LUKE 15    This chapter 

brings together three great parables revealing the depth of 
Godôs love and the extent he goes to in finding his own. God 
loves his children, right down to the last one. He shows us, 

through Jesus, how far he will go in seeking his misplaced 
children. What is Jesusô point with the parable of the lost 

son (11-31)? What does this parable teach about sin, repen-
tance, and Godôs love? What does Jesus want to teach the 
Pharisees in 25-31? Why doesnôt Jesus tell us how the older 

brother responded to his fatherôs plea? Which brother are 
you like? Have you ever been resentful of Godôs lavishness 

to ñless deservingò people? Why? When have you experi-
enced God being like this father? Pray that God would allow 

you a heart that not only forgives, but also a heart that en-
courages and supports. 
 

Thursday, March 18, 2010  LUKE 16    Luke 16:13 re-
minds us that we cannot serve God and money. It should be 

used to establish relationships with people and to help oth-
ers, not to accumulate things! How do you view your money: 
ñitôs mine, keep your hands off;ò or, ñitôs my creditors;ò or, 

ñitôs Godôs and I just manage it?ò How do you deal with an 
ñitôs mineò mind in an ñitôs Godôsò commitment to Christ? 

The Pharisees considered wealth to be proof of righteous-
ness (19-31). How do the lives of the rich man and Lazarus 

compare on earth (19-21)? After death (22-24)? From 
this story (30 -31), what is the determining factor for en-

tering heaven? Why is it so hard for us to make choices 
that God wants us to make? Does your life reflect the rich 

man or Lazarus? How do you move closer to Godôs 
model? Our attitude toward God, revealed in the actions 

of this life, determines our condition in the life to come. 
Pray for a heart that serves God, not money. 

 

Friday, March 19, 2010   LUKE 17    Focus on verses 
20-37. In response to the Pharisees, what does Jesus say 

about the kingdom? Does he view the kingdom within 
peopleôs spirits? How does it differ from an earthly king-
dom? What did Jesus mean when he said, ñone of these 

days of the Son of Manò? How will those days be like 
those of Noah and Lot? As you and I live in the kingdom, 

waiting for the Son of Man to come, what do you see here 
that you should apply to 32-33? Pray that God will keep 

you ready and growing in your journey of faith.  

 

Saturday, March 20, 2010  LUKE 18    Many Ro-

man judges accepted bribes. What was the widowôs bribe, 
or weapon (1-8)? What was the point in this parable? In 

your prayer life, are you more likely to give up or hang 
tough? Why? In 9-14, we compare the prayers of the 
Pharisee and the tax collector. In todayôs terms, who 

would be the Pharisee? The tax collector? How do both 
parables demonstrate faith? What do they teach about 

God? Jesus warns us about hypocrisy in prayer (see Mat-
thew 6:5-8). Pride keeps prayer from achieving its pur-

pose, while humility leads to open communication with 
God. God counts humble confession as righteousness. 
Have you been like the Pharisee? The tax collector? What 

accounts for the difference? Jesus welcomed the children 
because they have the kind of faith and trust needed to 

enter the kingdom of God (15-17; see also Matthew 19:13-
15). Are you coming to Jesus like a child filled with faith 
and trust, or are you still trying to earn the kingdom? 

Pray Psalm 51:17. 

 

Sunday, March 21, 2010  PSALM 101    This psalm 
is a prayer for help in living a holy life. In order to live a 

life of integrity, both our efforts and Godôs help are nec-
essary. Verse 2 talks about needing Godôs help in our 
homes. Why might this be true? How do you feel about 

the standard of ethics in our government? Where do your 
ethics need a boost? In the Living Bible, verse 6 says, ñI 

will make the godly of the land my heroes.ò How are 
Davidôs heroes in this psalm different from the heroes of 
our culture today? This psalm is about a godly leader, but 

we are all leaders in some arena. What makes an effective 
leader? What did Jesus say about leadership in Luke 

22:24-26? Read this psalm as if it were your creed, and 
ask God to help you apply it to your daily life. 
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Sunday, March 14   Daylight Saving Time Begins 

         8:00am   Worship/HC 

         10:00am   Worship/HC 

            10:00am   Sunday School 

        6-8pm                Financial Peace University 

Monday, March 15    Monthly Beacon Deadline   

        5-6pm    Yoga 

        5:30-6:30pm  Choir 

Tuesday, March 16   9:00am   Exercise Class 

        9:30am   Staff Meeting 

        7:00pm   Women’s Evening Bible Study 

        7:00pm   AA 

Wednesday, March 17  10:00am   Life Group 

        5:45-6:30pm  Soup and Sandwich Supper 

        7:00pm   Mid-Week Lenten Worship/Drama 

Thursday, March 18  6:30-9:00pm  NAMI 

        7:00pm   Musicians Rehearsal 

Friday, March 19   6:30-7:15am  Men’s Bible Breakfast 

        2:00pm   War-Leh Manor Bible Study 

Saturday, March 20  9-11:00am  2nd Lenten Service Project/           

             Assemble Care Bags 

        5:30pm   Worship/Prayer Shawl Blessing 

Sunday, March 21    8:00am   Worship/Prayer Shawl Blessing 

         10:00am   Worship/Prayer Shawl Blessing 

            10:00am   Sunday School 

        2-4:00pm   Prayer Shawl Meeting 

        6-8pm                Financial Peace University 
 

2100 Bainbridge St. 

La Crosse, WI   54603 

Rev. David J. Baldukas  

608-783-1484 

E-mail address 

olivetlutheran@centurytel.net 

www.olivetlutheran.org 

 

Attendance 

 
March 6      Sat        90              
March 7      Sun 8am       60 
March 7       Sun 10am   154 

March 10          Weds    181 
Total         485 
     

People in need of healing: 

All activities are open to all members and friends of  Olivet and are free of charge unless specified. 

The Week at A Glance 

Prayer Concerns:  Pray for a heart that serves God, not money. 

Pray for the people of Haiti and Chile:   

 Prayers of continued peace and strength amongst all the ruin in their country. 

Pray for those travelling out of the US borders:  Rosie, Emma, Deb, Christa and others 

For those in the Military: Kyle Winjum, Peter Jansen, Bill Binnebose IV, James Lutze, Lindsey Conrad, 

Nathan Teachout, Josh Corbin, Ricky Nimmo and Krista Coey 

Russ Mahlum     Grant Nesler    Sierra Lawrence   Neil Collins     

Bob Page      Jeremy     Carol Hembd    Rhonda 

Ryan Jacobson    Russ Hembd    Cindy Swiggum    Roy Fluekiger    

Donna Schroeder   Tom       Louise      Ruth    

Beverly Leum    Michael Osley   Richard Hauser    Lynn        

Kenneth Ebner    Dixie Talcott   Norma Thiele        
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Kidõs Walk Growing:  
Conversations & Controversies  
March  13 & 14, 2010  
 


