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The Lightho
Bell Tower
compl et el

Thanks to the generosity of members and friends,
Ol'ivet will again have it
worship God. Many people have donated to the

Bell Tower Fund for the past four (4) years and

we thank you. This long awaited project has

finally come to reality with the time and talents of
members of Olivet. The dedication for the tower

will take place on Saturday, December 31 and on
Sunday, January 1 at both services.

(See page 12 for more information)

January 2012 meetings

As members of Olivet Beacon of Light Lutheran Church you are encouraged to take an active part in the busi
ness end of the organization. You are invited to attend both of the meetings listed below and ask any ques-
tion you may have.
Budget Review
Thursday, January 19, 2012 at 6:00pm
Discussion of the budget as proposed by the Leadership Team

Celebration of Mission (Annual Meeting)
Sunday, January 22, 2012

Potluck, fellowship, reports from our leaders and approval of nominations for open positions.

(Continued on page 6)
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From t he Desk of Pastor D a

| was talking with one of our local hospital chaplains ~ Then we entered into a period of desiring to mentor,

the other week and they shared with me how sur- d|SC|pIe_, and help people grow in their faith life. This

prised they are with the number of people they meet ~ Was a time for development of small groups, and pro-

in the hospital who have no church home or faith ~ gramming that our people could plug into and grow
background. They went on to say that, as a chap- N the knowledge and wisdom of the Lord. It was a

lain, it is so much easier to work with a family in the ~ timeé when God was calling us not only to grow in

midst of a crisis who know that God is in control. ~ NuUmbers but to grow and mature in the faith. In re-

The chaplain saidé #fr ega rSgonse fodhishged wersiarted Life Grougs, Weekly, mj |
who has faith in God may be facing, they know that  Bible studies, prayer groups, weekly devotions, Fi-

God is with them regardless of the outcome of the ~hancial Peace University, The Truth Project, Alpha
situation. o The chapl ai ndndofherg, Eveq thqughpatigipatiop in these @ag-t ¢
working with a family with no church connection ses is not alyvays what we d_eswe, we have the tools in

and no faith. They have no hope, no promise of to- Place that will help us grow in our faith.

morrow, no options for the future. That conversa-

tion | had with the chaplain stayed with me. As we enter into this new year, | am discerning a call

from God to return to our first passion

of reaching out to the un-churched and
ygngler-chyyrehed, those who do not
know the saving grace of our loving
Lord Jesus. My conversation with the
chaplain and many of you have affirmed

As we enter into this new year | have
been praying and d
for our mission and ministry. As | was
reflecting during this time of prayer |
found myself thanking God for all that

He has accomplished at Olivet. During
this time of reflection a pattern began
to emerge for me.

There was a time in the past when
Olivet was very concerned about Olivet.
As a congregation we had turned in-
ward in focus. | have been told by those
who lived through those daysd that

this direction. | am hearing story after
story from you about sons, daughters,
grandchildren and other family mem-
bers and friends who are not connected
to a church or are in relationship with
our Lord and Savior.

On the first weekend of January we will
be dedicating our Bell Tower and the

they were long and difficult. It was a bell. As our bell once again rings out to

time when Olivet almost closed its doors as a con- Ccall people to worship and remind them that God is
gregation. with us; it seems like an ideal time to begin a new

worship series on reaching out to others.

Then we entered into a new time for us, a time when ] ] ) ) ]
God breathed new life into our congregation. God ©On January 7 & 8 we will begin a worship series ti-

gave us a renewed vision, mission and purpose. This ¢ | €d AOver the Fence...Livi
was a time of great outreach and numeric growthfor ¢ ©0 long the Christian chur
our congregation as we lived into our mission of keep fAtheir peopleo in and

Aisharing the light and t hWllDbedsgussinghow Gagcallyug fo geacy out over

the fence and bring the hope that God has given us,
We experienced such wonderful growth that we ran  to people who are without hope.
out of room and needed to expand our building. So
we entered into a time of building our facilities to
meet the needs of our growing congregation. It was
a wonderful and exciting time for us as we watched PaStor Dave
walls, roofs and floors come together. Even our new
building is designed to look like a lighthouse to re-
mind us of our first and most i mportant mi ssi oné
Aisharing the 1ight and the |l ove of our Lord. o With
the new building completed God blessed us with
more and more new members, wonderful people
who God directed our way to share in the work and
ministry of the Lord.
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From Pastor al I

The very

This past Fal/l
about the importance of getting
into the Bible d knowing first hand
what it has to say. Have you con-

nNtern Luanne Sorenson

t hought .. .  used

a service mission are of-
ten the most successful
providing cohesion and
relevance and making

we

sidered making that one of your the best use of
New Year 6s resolu limited time.

Whether you choose to read the Here are some of the

Bible on your own, join a Bible comments we hear about

Study or enroll in a class, it will Life Group Bible Studies

make a difference in your life. at Olivet:

Several different Bible Studies, or 00My day just i
Life Groups, are offered at Olivet. same i f | miss
Four of them are weekly and focus 56 Th group is
on the upcoming worship mes- What | 6dve | earne t

sage. They incl udtvetoh@an ¥pen e Bible vate I'ﬁéénr% Rgdbh i

Bible Breakfast at 6:30am on to lead or facilitate a study be- '

Tuesdays, coed studies at 10am cause we learn and grow 830This is the highl
and 7pm on Wednesdays, and a together. week. 0

Mends Bible Breakfast at 6:30am .

on Fridays. There is alsoawom- A common question people have 60 We | augh and cry
ends study t he filipwheredo}hfind materalsfgraT ﬁ”ﬁ“a\’e our problems. Everyone

day of the month at 7pm that fo- study? If you are interested in story.o

cuses on different topics. The cur- ~ facilitating a study, | will help Ilf youdre not ready

A T hYou figdymaterialy. Shogldwg go

rent study
more than study the Bible? Life

the power of prayer.

is Life Group, we invite you to attend

If none of the above times work
for you, we invite you to consider
starting a Life Group Bible Study
in your home or at church at a

ti me that works
know about you, but at one time
the very thought of leading a Bible
Study used to make me squirm.

Groups are a vital part of our
ministry at Olivet and a great way
for people to connect and get to
know others on a more personal
level especially as the church

f grows. Y&ople in Llife Gtaus 6ft

ten find they get a lot of support
from each other. And groups with

This photo by J.T. Lowery depicts the central focus of the Bible

- Godds | ove for

us through Jesus

one of two great educational series
starting this month at Olivet: Fi-
nancial Peace University or The
Truth Project. Each runs for 13
weeks. Financial Peace begins
Monday, Jan. 9 at 6 pm and pro-
vides sound money management
techniques to help you get out of
debt and stay out of debt. The
Truth Project begins Sun-
day, Jan. 8. This course
answers such questions
as: What is truth? How
do we know what we be-
lieve is true? What can
we learn from the design
of the world? Why do
things come in threes?

My prayer for 2012 is
that each of us will find
more time to read and
study in the Bible.

Christ.
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Worship Assistants for January

n 7/ 8aturday 5:30pmSunday 8: 00am Sunday 10: 00am

ader Paul a Betlach Rhonda HesselbeilCyaire Seib

sts Stan/ Sophie BelBill/Jane BinnelRodé Linda Sturgis
eeterTsi m/ Paula Betl ac€lar men Phel ps/ MKattadayH®dueowsaamhmt er / Juc
ol yteLogan Miller Mi ke Gi bbons Chris Wilder

rser yOpemot staffed Tarran Talbot Tarran Tal bot

unt erAdsmy Ger ken/ Anne Zei sl er Carol Thiele/ Carol Me
und TNeicchk Bet |l ach Andy Acker man Mi chell e Wendtl and

|l come Tabl e Kat hy Vongroven Lucine Grafft

n 14/ 15

ader Marge Marshal/l Paul Stuhr Mel ani e Wuensch

sts Dan/ Betty FaganFaye Bright/ Ti mRAclseDmas dow/ Nancy Ar

eeterSsheila HorstmanDAmnh & aznenyslA¢e ki n$an/ Li sa Kasten
mmuniPoanst or Dave/lnt ParstbuamMaee/ PaubPaStahr Dave/ M. Wuensc

Hel peM$ ke/ Marge Mar shaltlern Luanne/ N&i Il ACoMWuiemsch/ S. / D. F
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Il ntern Luanne

ol yteSydney Lamer s Willie AtkinsonJdosh Gruen

rser yOpemot staffed Tarran Talbot Tarran Tal bot

unt erbsonna Kemp/ Betty Fagan Carol Barney/ Kat hy Haes
und TAelcahn: Ger ken Michell e Wendt| Midtke Lefevre

|l come Tabl e Lorraine Ganrude Mel ani e Wuensch

n 21/ 22

ader Bob Hembd Jane Binnebose Anene Ristow

sts Robin/ Robin DyckKoreen Bissell/ Jaoré ABnen&hebee
eeterJsohn/ Doris SchwiDoglgé Al i ce Ol soNWolunteers needed

ol ytelacob Tilson Al exandra Mix Mari Lang

rser yOpemot staffed Tarran Talbot Tarran Tal bot

unt erlsynn Dettinger/ Cindy Cossette Pat McHenry/ Patty Hol
und TMicchhel |l e Wendt| &mdly Acker man Michell e Wendtl and

l come Tabl e Lucine Grafft Harl an/ Sandi e Perry

n 28/ 29

ader Lynn Dettinger Brian Liethen Pat Haskey

sts Ray/ Deni se Serr@®sian Liethen Car ol Mai er/ Brian Ove
eeterBruce/ Kathy Vondi d&eédTina BrettiCngeéemg/ Jody Lyon

mmuniPoanst or Dave/ LyniwaBeéewtri Dgere/ Tri PaatBrbDDave/ P. Has k ey

Hel peBetty Fagan/ Gl eBmi@Gméémnnda Lietheé®ws. Strauss/ H./S. F

Acol yteLogan Miller Mi ke Gi bbons Lizzy Lang

Nur ser yOpemot staffed Tarran Tal bot Tarran Tal bot
CounterBob Hembd/ Al ice Gerken Donna Bentzen/ Pat Ha s
Sound TMickhe Lefevr e Mi chell e Wendtl|l Mandhell e Wendtl and
Wel come Tabl e Lorraine Ganrude Mel ani e Wuensch

Al tar Guil d: Betty Fagan and Cindy Cossette

Thank you
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Olivet Beacon of Light
Lutheran Church
2011 Celebration of Mission
.t_

Sharing the Light

a

Attention team leaders:

Beacon

2012

Sunday, January 22, 2012

11:15am Potluck lunch/fellowship

12:00pm  Meeting/desserts

Approve nominations for:

President

Vice -President
Property
Connections
Evangelism

d Love of Our Lordo

All baptized members of Olivet are eligible to voted
all are welcome to attend the meetings.

Tuesday, January 3, 2012 in order to be included in the Annual Report.

Church Contacts

Mi
Pa
Pa
Yo
Hi
Of
Oof f
Boo
Par
Lib
Cus

QO Cc nw nu S

Olivet Beacon of Light Lutheran Church
2100 Bainbridge Street
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54603
Church Office 608-783-1484
E-mail: info@olivetlutheran.org
Web site: www.OlivetLutheran.org

Office Hours:
Mondayd Friday  8:00am d 4:00pm
Sunday 8:00am & noon

E-mail Addresses

,,,,,,,,,,,,,

////////////////

sterséééeéeé
oréééééééeé
or al I nter
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ce Coordin
ce Support
keeper ééee
sh Call er/
arianééééé
odi ansééeéé

All Team reports must be submitted, electronically if possible, to the office by

me e tciol giSh u @&dn M Voumn glhey @

éééeéééee. ... ...AII Members of Olivet B
ééééééeéé. .. Rev. David J. Bal dukasééééé.
nNéééeéeeééééééé. Luanne Sorensonééééééééeeé
Ministriesééééeéé.Lynn Tullyééeééeéeeéeée
uth Leaderéééééé. Kristi Perkinséééeéeéeéé
atorééééeééeéééé. . Alice Gerkenééééeéeéeéeéeeeée
ceéééeeéeéeééeée. . Joel Fi sherééééeéeéééeéeéeéé

cééééééeéeéeéeéeéeéeé. Debbie Kendhammer éééééééé. di
El der Careééééééé. Leanne Hawkins

””” eéééééeééé. . Carla Swermanéééeéeéééeeecé |

céeééeéeéeéeéeé. . Frank Gerken/ Kathy Hampel /
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YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

Light and the

Wednesday Meal s

@5 All are invited to join us for supper on Wednesdays from 5:15 until 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
The meal will be served from5:1%95: 45pm for those who donodt
@ retired or would like a more quiet atmosphere to visit with friends.
Join us from 5:458 6:30pm for families with children or whoever would be interested in eating in
an energetic atmosphere.

Plans are to always have a hot main dish. Coffee, milk, water, fruits and vegetables will be on the menu every

week. . .
Help is always welcomed for either setup or

Lor7do

want

Date Menu clean-up. If you feel so moved, please contact
Tammy Atkinson if you would like to bring in
January 4 Pizza Burgers a dessert or other food item.

January 11 Soups/grilled cheese
January 18 Lasagna A free will offering is taken to offset the cost of
January 25 Meatballs/ gravy/mashed potatoes the meal.
Menu subject to change Thank you to those who have helped in 2011!
Tk Tk fn
Ean W WA,
)(z;%/ \T;/ )(710'5/ l\?&‘/
¥ HAPPY NEW YEAR %
Upcoming Events .
Sl
Sunday school Yfg“\%f
L N
Classes resume on Sunday, January 8 /13'%{;%?%
ng//j‘\g"m/

Confirmation
Confirmation classes resume on Wednesday, January 4.

Students/parents d please check with Lynn Tully to see how you are doing on your required sermon notes and
service points. Remember you need 18 sermon notes and 12 service points to either be confirmed or advance
to the next grade.

Skiing 0o if we ever have snow!

Weather permitting, plans will be made to have a day/evening of skiing. ﬁfg f\\///’\
g@?ﬁ“gl};lﬁ
LCMC youth gathering in Tomah in March b

More information will be available soon.

1
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Nov/Dec Worship Attendance and Offering
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LYydSNBad tFAR | ¢5
{IGdT 5500 man
{dzy dX 5S0¢® nyp yl Y
{dzy @Y 5SO® wmwryn mnl VY Thank you for your faithfulness
c2dlfa NnolgpnSHEOMED MH Gy dpas T p riRpWoEshipping and praising our

living Savior and Lord!

(iG> 58300 mrtin H LY Thank you for your faithful sup-
{Fddx 5SO0¢® wmdm n LIV port Od];) G(;)dos mi ssi
(I Gds 580H mrud c LIY and beyond.
¢c20f a cnnbpoX oo DoTbPImp PH®ME p|{C HDPMN
/ KNAAGYIl 8| 5M@H PymMNn®PHAgPaRNT|®P/oMInpy ®an
From the Finance Team
We are pleased to report that our overall financial picture at Olivet is good i we are in the black! You are
amazing in the way that you have responded to needs of the church and also to people in need during 2011!
However, we did experience a shortfall in our giving to our mortgage fund in 2011. Fortunately we did receive
a number of gifts i n Deceunpcrf drh Quhnearthlyareavtgage paysnenti® A c a
$8,564. 00 (see fiMortgage Principal Balanceo above ri
Unfortunately, there was only one month through November when the mortgage payment was met by dona-
tions. We do have a reserve fund which is approximately six months worth of paymentsd this reserve was set
up by the Leadership Team in order to have financial security if we had the need. Any amount over the six
months will be used to pay down the principal. As of November 30, 2011 the reserve fund = $58,923.25 (A
payment towards the principal will be paid in the first quarter of 2012).
A Thank tyalof§you who have kept your mortgage pledge current and to those of you who have not
pledged but have given to the mortgage reduction fund. We could not pay these payments every month with-
out you! Please contact Alice in the office if you would like to adjust your amount (either up or down). We
know Athingsd happen and you may not be able to fulf
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Parking Lot Paving Project

Since the completion of our new building addition a

number of people have been asking when are we
going to pave the parking lot. We realize what a
mess and a hazard the conditions can become in

The donation is enough to pave a third of our parking
lot. It is the decision of the Leadership Team with
future prices for oil and asphalt going nowhere but up
we should move forward on this project.

LonmMdo

the parking lot. Between the ice, mud and dust it
doesn't really matter what time of year it is the
parking lot is always a mess. However, the Leader-
ship Team is also painfully aware of how expensive
a project it is. It has been on the project list for a
number of years but keeps getting pushed back to
long range planning due to the costs involved. The
most recent proposal we have received to pave the
entire parking lot is $75,920 dollars. As you can
see the number is rather frightening!

We would like to begin by having the front (N.E. lot)

and West lot paved. This would only leave the back
lot (Southd by the apartments) unpaved. The pro-
posal for paving those two sections is $50,460. The
gift we have received is $25,000 and with other mon-

ies given to the Parking Lot Fund we have a total of
$26,500. In other words we are over half way there!!

We do not want to assume anymore debt than we al-
ready have so we will need to raise the funding for
this project before we can begin. To achieve this goal
we will be asking our members and friends to
Asponsoro a parking stall

Of course when we think something is impossible
God reminds us that with Him all things are possi-
ble. We have received a very generous donation
from a family that wishes to remain anonymous.

Please return with you financial support for this project. Thank you!

Parking Lot Stall Sponsor Sheet

| would like to sponsor a block of parking stalls for $1,000.00
| would like to sponsor a parking stall for $100.00

| would like to sponsor a motorcycle parking stall for $50.00

| would like to give this amount for the Parking Lot Project.

Name Envelop #

[/
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0The Truth Projectd to b-earohf f er e

Absolutely fascinating! o Al
ally gets you thinking. o Th
positive comments coming from those who attend-

ed the AThe Truth Projecto

This 12-session, indepth course will give you a

worldview of the biblical truths contained in the

Scriptures. It will be held on Sunday evenings Janu-

ary 8-April 1 from 6 to 8pm. (Note: The class will

not meet on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 5.) The

course offers a figreat oppo
on topics you may not have thought much about

before: What is truth? Who is God? Who is Man?

How does truth interface with philosophy, anthro-

pology, science, history and theology?

AThe Trut h Pr-bgsedenabgrauscuraculidnve@mprised of 12, one-hour lessons taught by Dr.

Del Tackett of Focus on the Family. Dr. Tackettds pr
sion time. Each session discusses in great detail the relevance and importance of living the Christian life.

At |l east eight participants are needed to move forwa

pre-register with the church office.

To |l earn more about AThe Truth Project,d go to www.'t
nSaving Your Marriage Before it S

Anyone planning on getting married at Olivet is required to attend either the seven week marriage
class fiSaving Your Marriage Before it Startso t
February 23 or, the 13 week Financial Peace University course that begins on Monday, January 9

(more information on FPU can be found on page 11)
The fee for the marriage class is $35.00 and $99.00 for the Financial Peace University.
Please register for either class by calling the church office at 7831484 or e-mailing alice@olivetlutheran.org
as soon as possible.

Bet h-Rnyerside February Birthday

Olivet has the privilege of sponsoring the month of February to host the birthday party at
Bethany-Riverside for its residents. To make this a special event for them, we would like
to provide a small gift for each person who is celebrating their birthday. More infor-
mation on the wanted items will soon be posted in the Weekly Beacon. There will also be
a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Table to help with this event. For more information,
please contact Ann Wuensch.



