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Sharing the Light and the Love of Our Lord 

OLIVET  

The Lighthouse 
Bell Tower is 

complete!                                                     

 

January 2012 meetings announced 
 

As members of Olivet Beacon of Light Lutheran Church you are encouraged to take an active part in the busi-
ness end of the organization.  You are invited to attend both of the meetings listed below and ask any ques-
tion you may have.                                            

Budget Review  

Thursday, January 19, 2012 at 6:00pm  

Discussion of the budget as proposed by the Leadership Team 

 

Celebration of Mission (Annual Meeting)                                                                                                                               

Sunday, January 22, 2012  
 

Potluck, fellowship, reports from our leaders and approval of nominations for open positions.    
                

(Continued on page 6) 

Thanks to the generosity of members and friends, 

Olivet will again have itôs bell to call people to 

worship God.  Many people have donated to the 

Bell Tower Fund for the past four (4) years and 

we thank you.  This long awaited project has      

finally come to reality with the time and talents of 

members of Olivet.  The dedication for the tower 

will take place on Saturday, December 31 and on 

Sunday, January 1 at both services. 

 

                        (See page 12 for more information)  
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From the Desk of Pastor Dave 

Pastor Dave 

I was talking with one of our local hospital chaplains 
the other week and they shared with me how sur-
prised they are with the number of people they meet 
in the hospital who have no church home or faith 
background.  They went on to say that, as a chap-
lain, it is so much easier to work with a family in the 
midst of a crisis who know that God is in control. 
The chaplain saidé ñregardless of the crisis a family 
who has faith in God may be facing, they know that 
God is with them regardless of the outcome of the 
situation.ò  The chaplain also said how different it is 
working with a family with no church connection 
and no faith.  They have no hope, no promise of to-
morrow, no options for the future. That conversa-
tion I had with the chaplain stayed with me.  

 

As we enter into this new year I have 
been praying and discerning Godôs will 
for our mission and ministry. As I was 
reflecting during this time of prayer I 
found myself thanking God for all that 
He has accomplished at Olivet.  During 
this time of reflection a pattern began 
to emerge for me.   
 

There was a time in the past when 
Olivet was very concerned about Olivet. 
As a congregation we had turned in-
ward in focus. I have been told by those 
who lived through those daysðthat 
they were long and difficult. It was a 
time when Olivet almost closed its doors as a con-
gregation.  

 

Then we entered into a new time for us, a time when 
God breathed new life into our congregation. God 
gave us a renewed vision, mission and purpose. This 
was a time of great outreach and numeric growth for 
our congregation as we lived into our mission of 
ñsharing the light and the love of our Lord.ò  

 

We experienced such wonderful growth that we ran 
out of room and needed to expand our building.  So 
we entered into a time of building our facilities to 
meet the needs of our growing congregation. It was 
a wonderful and exciting time for us as we watched 
walls, roofs and floors come together.  Even our new 
building is designed to look like a lighthouse to re-
mind us of our first and most important missioné 
ñsharing the light and the love of our Lord.ò With 
the new building completed God blessed us with 
more and more new members, wonderful people 
who God directed our way to share in the work and 
ministry of the Lord.   

Then we entered into a period of desiring to mentor, 
disciple, and help people grow in their faith life.  This 
was a time for development of small groups, and pro-
gramming that our people could plug into and grow 
in the knowledge and wisdom of the Lord.  It was a 
time when God was calling us not only to grow in  
numbers but to grow and mature in the faith. In re-
sponse to this need we started Life Groups,  Weekly 
Bible studies, prayer groups, weekly devotions, Fi-
nancial Peace University, The Truth Project, Alpha 
and others.  Even though participation in these clas-
ses is not always what we desire, we have the tools in 
place that will help us grow in our faith.   

 

As we enter into this new year, I am discerning a call 
from God to return to our first passion 
of reaching out to the un-churched and 
under-churched, those who do not 
know the saving grace of our loving 
Lord Jesus.  My conversation with the 
chaplain and many of you have affirmed 
this direction. I am hearing story after 
story from you about sons, daughters, 
grandchildren and other family mem-
bers and friends who are not connected 
to a church or are in relationship with 
our Lord and Savior.  

 

On the first weekend of January we will 
be dedicating our Bell Tower and the 
bell. As our bell once again rings out to 

call people to worship and remind them that God is 
with us; it seems like an ideal time to begin a new 
worship series on reaching out to others.  
 

On January 7 & 8 we will begin a worship series ti-
tled ñOver the Fence...Living the Love of God.ò For 
too long the Christian church has built ñfencesò to 
keep ñtheir peopleò in and ñthose peopleò out.   We 
will be discussing how God calls us to reach out over 
the fence and bring the hope that God has given us, 
to people who are without hope.  
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From Pastoral Intern Luanne Sorenson 

This past Fall weôve talked a lot 
about the importance of getting 
into the Bibleðknowing first hand 
what it has to say. Have you con-
sidered making that one of your 
New Yearôs resolutions? 

Whether you choose to read the 
Bible on your own, join a Bible 
Study or enroll in a class, it will 
make a difference in your life.  

Several different Bible Studies, or 
Life Groups, are offered at Olivet. 
Four of them are weekly and focus 
on the upcoming worship mes-
sage. They include the Womenôs 
Bible Breakfast at 6:30am on 
Tuesdays, co-ed studies at 10am  
and 7pm on Wednesdays, and a 
Menôs Bible Breakfast at 6:30am 
on Fridays.  There is also a wom-
enôs study the first and third Tues-
day of the month at 7pm that fo-
cuses on different topics.  The cur-
rent study is ñThe Sacred Echoò - 
the power of prayer.  

If none of the above times work 
for you, we invite you to consider 
starting a Life Group Bible Study 
in your home or at church at a 
time that works for you. I donôt 
know about you, but at one time 
the very thought of leading a Bible 
Study used to make me squirm. 

óThe very thought...used to make me squirmô 

What Iôve learned is you donôt 
have to be an expert in the Bible 
to lead or facilitate a study be-
cause we learn and grow                  
together.   

A common question people have 
is where do I find materials for a 
study? If you are interested in 
facilitating a study, I will help 
you find materials. Should we do 
more than study the Bible? Life 
Groups are a vital part of our 
ministry at Olivet and a great way 
for people to connect and get to 
know others on a more personal 
level especially as the church 
grows.  People in Life Groups of-
ten find they get a lot of support 
from each other. And groups with 

a service mission are of-
ten the most successful 
providing cohesion and 
relevance and making 
the best use of peopleôs 
limited time.  

Here are some of the 
comments we hear about 
Life Group Bible Studies 
at Olivet:  

ðòMy day just isnôt the 
same if I miss the study.ò 

ðòThis group is great. 
We learn so much from each               
other.ò 

ðòThis is the highlight of my 
week.ò 

ðòWe laugh and cry together. We 
all have our problems. Everyone 
has a story.ò  

If youôre not ready to be part of a 
Life Group, we invite you to attend 
one of two great educational series 
starting this month at Olivet:  Fi-
nancial Peace University or The 
Truth Project.   Each runs for 13 
weeks. Financial Peace begins 
Monday, Jan. 9 at 6 pm and pro-
vides sound money management 
techniques to help you get out of 
debt and stay out of debt. The 

Truth Project begins Sun-
day, Jan. 8. This course 
answers such questions 
as: What is truth? How 
do we know what we be-
lieve is true? What can 
we learn from the design 
of the world? Why do 
things come in threes?  

My prayer for 2012 is 
that each of us will find 
more time to read and 
study in the Bible.   

This photo by J.T. Lowery depicts the central focus of the Bible 

-   Godôs love for us through Jesus Christ.  
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January 2012 

ñSharing the Love and Light of our Lordò   
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

м bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
.Ŝƭƭ ¢ƻǿŜǊ                   
5ŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ 
  
уŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
  
фŀƳ                                      
tǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ 
 

млŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
  
  

н 
 
hŶŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜŘ  

о   
 
ό{ŜŜ .Ŝƭƻǿύ 
 
тǇƳ                                   
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 
.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

п  
млŀƳ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
рΥпрǇƳ aŜŀƭ 
сΥолǇƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
сΥпрǇƳ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀπ
ǝƻƴΣ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ 
[ƛŦŜ DǊƻǳǇ 
сΥпрǇƳ aǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ 
wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ 
  

р 
  
  

с 
 сΥол-тΥмрŀƳ 
aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ .ǊŜŀƪπ
Ŧŀǎǘ 
  
тΥол-уŀƳ 
aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 
  

т 
.ŀōȅ {ƘƻǿŜǊ 
рΥолǇƳ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκI/ 
сΥолǇƳ 
.ƭƻƻŘ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ 
{ŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ 
  
[/a/ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ ²ŀǳǎŀǳ 

у 
уŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκI/ 
  
фŀƳ 
IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ¢ŜŀƳ aǘƎ 
tǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ 
 

млŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκI/ 
  
млΥмрŀƳ                         
{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
  

ф 
рǇƳ Iƻƭȅ {ǘǊŜǘŎƘ 
  
рΥолǇƳ  /ƘƻƛǊ 
  
с-уǇƳ                             
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ 
  
  
  

мл 
 

ό{ŜŜ .Ŝƭƻǿύ    
                            

сǇƳ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ 
¢ŜŀƳ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
тǇƳ {ƘŜǇŀǊŘΩǎ aǘƎ 
  
  

мм 
млŀƳ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 

рΥпрǇƳ aŜŀƭ 

 

сΥпрǇƳ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀπ
ǝƻƴΣ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ 
[ƛŦŜ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

сΥпрǇƳ aǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ 
wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ 
  

мн 
сǇƳ 
tǊŜ-.ŀǇǝǎƳ 
/ƭŀǎǎ 

 

тǇƳ  .ƛōƭŜ .ƻƻƪǎ 

 

т-уǇƳ 
tǊŜ-ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ /ƭŀǎǎ 

мо 
сΥол-тΥмрŀƳ 
aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ .ǊŜŀƪπ
Ŧŀǎǘ 
  
тΥол-уŀƳ 
aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 
  
  

мп 
рΥолǇƳ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
  
tǊŀȅŜǊ {Ƙŀǿƭ 
.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

мр tǊŀȅŜǊ {Ƙŀǿƭ  
         .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ 
 уŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
фŀƳ 
tǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ 
  
млŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
  
млΥмрŀƳ                       
{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
  
ммŀƳ 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 
  

м-оǇƳ                 
tǊŀȅŜǊ {Ƙŀǿƭ DǊǇ 

мс 
рǇƳ Iƻƭȅ {ǘǊŜǘŎƘ 
  
рΥолǇƳ  /ƘƻƛǊ 
  
с-уǇƳ                             
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ 
 
  
.9!/hb 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ 
  
  

мт 
 
ό{ŜŜ .Ŝƭƻǿύ 
 
тǇƳ                                  
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 
.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
  
  

му 
млŀƳ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 

рΥпрǇƳ aŜŀƭ 

 

сΥпрǇƳ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀπ
ǝƻƴΣ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ 
[ƛŦŜ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

сΥпрǇƳ aǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ 
wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ 
  

мф 
мл-мǇƳ [/a/ 
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛǳƳ 
  
сǇƳ  .ǳŘƎŜǘ 
wŜǾƛŜǿ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

 
т-уǇƳ 
tǊŜ-ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ /ƭŀǎǎ 
  

нл 
сΥол-тΥмрŀƳ 
aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ .ǊŜŀƪπ
Ŧŀǎǘ 
  
тΥол-уŀƳ 
aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 
  
  
  

нм 
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рΥолǇƳ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκI/ 
  

нн 
уŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκI/ 
  
фŀƳ 
tǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ 
 
млŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇκI/ 
  
млΥмрŀƳ                        
{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
ммŀƳ  aŜŀƭ 
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ                
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
ό!ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎύ 
  

но 
рǇƳ Iƻƭȅ {ǘǊŜǘŎƘ 
  
рΥолǇƳ  /ƘƻƛǊ 
  
с-уǇƳ                               
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ 
  
  
  
  

нп                            
  
ό{ŜŜ .Ŝƭƻǿύ 

нр 
млŀƳ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 

рΥпрǇƳ aŜŀƭ 

 

сΥпрǇƳ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀπ
ǝƻƴΣ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ           
[ƛŦŜ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

сΥпрǇƳ aǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ 
wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ 
  

нс 
  
т-уǇƳ 
tǊŜ-ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ /ƭŀǎǎ 
  

нт 
сΥол-тΥмрŀƳ 
aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ .ǊŜŀƪπ
Ŧŀǎǘ 
  
тΥол-уŀƳ 
aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 
  
  

ну 
рΥолǇƳ 
²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
  

нф 
уŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
фŀƳ  
tǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ 
млŀƳ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
  
млΥмрŀƳ                         
{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

ол 
рǇƳ Iƻƭȅ {ǘǊŜǘŎƘ 
  
рΥолǇƳ  /ƘƻƛǊ 
  
с-уǇƳ                             
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ 

ом 
  
 

bƻǘŜǎΥ                            ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

                                        сΥолŀƳ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘκtǊŀȅŜǊ 
                                        фŀƳ  9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ /ƭŀǎǎ 
                                        фΥолŀƳ {ǘŀũ aǘƎ 
                                        сΥллǇƳ  wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ 
                                        тΥллǇƳ  !! 
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                         Worship Assistants for January 
Jan 7/8  Saturday 5:30pm    Sunday 8:00am    Sunday 10:00am 

Reader  Paula Betlach     Rhonda Hesselberg   Claire Seib 

Hosts  Stan/Sophie Bell    Bill/Jane Binnebose   Rob/Linda Sturgis 

Greeters  Tim/Paula Betlach    Carmen Phelps/Maria Halvorson Kathy Duerwachter/Judy Butzler 

Acolyte  Logan Miller     Mike Gibbons     Chris Wilder  

Nursery  Open-not staffed    Tarran Talbot     Tarran Talbot 

Counters  Amy Gerken/Anne Zeisler         Carol Thiele/Carol Maier 

Sound Tech Nick Betlach     Andy Ackerman    Michelle Wendtland 

Welcome Table  Kathy Vongroven          Lucine Grafft 

 

Jan 14/15         

Reader  Marge Marshall    Paul Stuhr     Melanie Wuensch   

Hosts  Dan/Betty Fagan    Faye Bright/Tim Ackerman  Russ Dresdow/Nancy Arens          

Greeters  Sheila Horstman/Anne Zeisler Dan/Tammy Atkinson   Pat/Lisa Kasten 

Communion Pastor Dave/Intern Luanne  Pastor Dave/Paul Stuhr         Pastor Dave/M. Wuensch/L. Hawkins 

     Helpers Mike/Marge Marshall   Intern Luanne/Neil Collins  G./A/ Wuensch/S./D. Payne/                      
                 Intern Luanne 

Acolyte  Sydney Lamers    Willie Atkinson    Josh Gruen   

Nursery  Open-not staffed    Tarran Talbot     Tarran Talbot    

Counters  Donna Kemp/Betty Fagan         Carol Barney/Kathy Hampel 

Sound Tech: Alan Gerken     Michelle Wendtland   Mike Lefevre           

Welcome Table  Lorraine Ganrude          Melanie Wuensch 

 

Jan 21/22         

Reader  Bob Hembd     Jane Binnebose    Anene Ristow  

Hosts  Robin/Robin Dyck    Coreen Bissell/Jane Binnebose Joe/Anne Weber          

Greeters  John/Doris Schwingle   Doug/Alice Olson    Volunteers needed 

Acolyte  Jacob Tilson     Alexandra Mix     Mari Lang   

Nursery  Open-not staffed    Tarran Talbot     Tarran Talbot    

Counters  Lynn Dettinger/Cindy Cossette        Pat McHenry/Patty Houser          

Sound Tech Michelle Wendtland   Andy Ackerman    Michelle Wendtland   

Welcome Table  Lucine Grafft           Harlan/Sandie Perry 
 

Jan 28/29     

Reader  Lynn Dettinger    Brian Liethen     Pat Haskey  

Hosts  Ray/Denise Serres    Brian Liethen     Carol Maier/Brian Overgard 

Greeters  Bruce/Kathy Vongroven   Mike/Tina Brettingen   Craig/Jody Lyon 

Communion Pastor Dave/Lynn Dettinger  Pastor Dave/Tricia Gibbons  Pastor Dave/P. Haskey/A./E. Eklov  

     Helpers Betty Fagan/Glenn Green  Brian/Linda Liethen    E./S. Strauss/H./S. Perry 

Acolyte  Logan Miller     Mike Gibbons     Lizzy Lang   

Nursery  Open-not staffed    Tarran Talbot     Tarran Talbot    

Counters  Bob Hembd/Alice Gerken         Donna Bentzen/Pat Haskey          

Sound Tech Mike Lefevre     Michelle Wendtland   Michelle Wendtland           

Welcome Table  Lorraine Ganrude          Melanie Wuensch 

   

Altar Guild:  Betty Fagan and Cindy Cossette 

 

Thank you 
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Church Contacts           E-mail Addresses  

Ministersééééééééééééé.......All Members of Olivet Beacon of Light Lutheran Church 

Pastoréééééééééééééééé...Rev. David J. Baldukasééééééé..pastordave@olivetlutheran.org 

Pastoral Internéééééééééééé.Luanne Sorensonéééééééééé..luanne@olivetlutheran.org 

Youth & Family Ministrieséééééé.Lynn Tullyéééééééééééééé.Lynn.Tully@gmail.com 

High School Youth Leaderéééééé.Kristi Perkinséééééééééééé..Perkins.Kris@uwlax.edu 

Office Coordinatoréééééééééé..Alice Gerkenéééééééééééé...alice@olivetlutheran.org 

Office Supportéééééééééééé..Joel Fisheréééééééééééééé.joel@olivetlutheran.org 

Bookkeeperéééééééééééééé.Debbie Kendhammeréééééééé.debbie@olivetlutheran.org 

Parish Caller/Elder Careééééééé.Leanne Hawkins 

Librarianééééééééééééééé..Carla Swermanééééééééééé..library@olivetlutheran.org 

Custodianséééééééééééééé..Frank Gerken/Kathy Hampel/Kalen Seib 

Olivet Beacon of Light Lutheran Church  

2100 Bainbridge Street 

La Crosse, Wisconsin 54603 

Church Office 608-783-1484 

E-mail:   info@olivetlutheran.org  

Web site:  www.OlivetLutheran.org  
 

Office Hours:  

             MondayðFriday 8:00amð4:00pm                                           
             Sunday          8:00amðnoon 

Olivet Beacon of Light 

Lutheran Church  

2011 Celebration of Mission 

 

 

 

 

 

ñSharing the Light and Love of Our Lordò  

                

January 2012 meetings announced (continued from page 1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention team leaders:  All Team reports must be submitted, electronically if possible, to the office by                                              

                                            Tuesday, January 3, 2012 in order to be included in the Annual Report. 

Sunday, January 22, 2012  
 
 11:15am        Potluck lunch/fellowship 

 12:00pm      Meeting/desserts 
 

                     Approve nominations for:    

    President  

          Vice -President  

       Property  

           Connections  

           Evangelism  

 

All  baptized members of Olivet are eligible to voteð
all are welcome to attend the meetings. 
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YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES  

Wednesday Meals 

All are invited to join us for supper on Wednesdays  from 5:15 until 6:30pm in the Fellowship  Hall.  

The meal will be served from 5:15ð5:45pm for those who donôt want to eat alone, those who are 
retired or would like a more quiet atmosphere to visit with friends.   

Join us from 5:45ð6:30pm for families with children or whoever would be interested in eating in 
an energetic atmosphere. 
 

Plans are to always have a hot main dish.  Coffee, milk, water, fruits and vegetables will be on the menu every 
week.  
 

Date                    Menu 

January 4  Pizza Burgers  

January 11  Soups/grilled cheese  

January 18  Lasagna 

January 25  Meatballs/ gravy/mashed potatoes  

 

                            Menu subject to change 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday school  
Classes resume on Sunday, January 8 

 

Confirmation  
Confirmation classes resume on Wednesday, January 4. 

Students/parentsðplease check with Lynn Tully to see how you are doing on your required sermon notes and 
service points.  Remember you need 18 sermon notes and 12 service points to either be confirmed or advance 
to the next grade. 

 

Skiing ðif we ever have snow!  
Weather permitting, plans will be made to have a day/evening of skiing.  

 

LCMC youth gathering in Tomah in March  
More information will be available soon.  

Help is always welcomed for either set-up or 
clean-up.  If you feel so moved, please contact 
Tammy Atkinson if you would like to bring in 
a dessert or other food item.    
 

A free will offering is taken to offset the cost of 
the meal.  

 

Thank you to those who have helped in 2011! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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Nov/Dec Worship Attendance and Offering  

Thank you for your faithfulness 
in worshipping and praising our 

living Savior and Lord!  
 

Thank you for your faithful sup-
port of Godôs mission at  Olivet 

and beyond. 

From the Finance Team 

We are pleased to report that our overall financial picture at Olivet is good ï we are in the black!  You are 
amazing in the way that you have responded to needs of the church and also to people in need during 2011! 

However, we did experience a shortfall in our giving to our mortgage fund in 2011. Fortunately we did receive 
a number of gifts in December that allowed us to ñcatch-upò for the year.  Our monthly mortgage payment is 
$8,564.00 (see ñMortgage Principal Balanceò above right for the breakdown of the interest vs. principal).   

Unfortunately, there was only one month through November when the mortgage payment was met by dona-
tions.  We do have a reserve fund which is approximately six months worth of paymentsðthis reserve was set 
up by the Leadership Team in order to have financial security if we had the need.  Any amount over the six 
months will be used to pay down the principal.  As of November 30, 2011 the reserve fund = $58,923.25 (A 
payment towards the principal will be paid in the first quarter of 2012).  
 

ñThank youò to all of you who have kept your mortgage pledge current and to those of you who have not 
pledged but have given to the mortgage reduction fund.  We could not pay these payments every month with-
out you!  Please contact Alice in the office if you would like to adjust your amount (either up or down).  We 
know ñthingsò happen and you may not be able to fulfill your pledge made in 2010. 

5ŀǘŜ !ǧŜƴŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aƻǊǘκtǊƛƴ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ   !ǳǘƻƳŀǝŎ DƛǾƛƴƎ  

{ŀǘΦΣ bƻǾΦ нс уу           bƻǾ ну -5ŜŎ ну 

{ǳƴΦΣ bƻǾΦ нт  уŀƳ пф           DŜƴŜǊŀƭ                                          ϷтΣфнсΦрл 

{ǳƴΦΣbƻǾΦ нт млŀƳ   мсн           aƻǊǘƎŀƎŜ                                       ϷнΣмрфΦрл 

¢ƻǘŀƭǎ нфф ϷнΣпомΦлл ϷофпΦлл ϷпмуΦтр ϷоΣнпоΦтр   5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ                                       ϷмллΦлл 

              ¢ƻǘŀƭ                                             ϷмлΣмусΦлл 

{ŀǘΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ о ммп            
{ǳƴΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ п  уŀƳ пс             

{ǳƴΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ п млŀƳ мту           aƻǊǘƎŀƎŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ 

¢ƻǘŀƭǎ ооу ϷрΣнпсΦрл ϷнΣтррΦлл ϷмΣлстΦфп ϷфΣлсфΦпп   !ǎ ƻŦ ммκнуκнлмм Ґ   ϷмΣнмпΣолоΦфп             

                

{ŀǘΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ мл мнн           bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ tŘ               ϷнΣуруΦрр 

{ǳƴΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ мм уŀƳ ср           bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ tŘ                 ϷрΣтлрΦпр 

{ǳƴΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ мммлŀƳ мфн           !ŘŘƛǘϥƭ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ tŘ                                 л 

¢ƻǘŀƭǎ отф ϷпΣфрнΦор ϷмΣоруΦлл ϷмΣруоΦлл ϷтΣуфоΦор   tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ tŀƛŘ ¸¢5                     ϷрнΣптоΦру 

              LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ tŀƛŘ ¸¢5                       ϷспΣлфнΦон 

{ŀǘΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ мт мол            
{ǳƴΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ му уŀƳ ср            
{ǳƴΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ му млŀƳ нпп            
¢ƻǘŀƭǎ поф ϷпΣнссΦрр ϷмΣрмнΦлл ϷфтуΦрл ϷсΣтртΦлр    
               
{ŀǘΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ нп  нǇƳ мтл            
{ŀǘΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ нп  пǇƳ нфм            
{ŀǘΦΣ 5ŜŎΦ нп  сǇƳ мтф            
¢ƻǘŀƭǎ спл ϷоΣфопΦтр ϷмоΣотоΦлл ϷпΣнрпΦор ϷнмΣрснΦмл    
               
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅ мон ϷуммΦлл ϷнллΦлл ϷптΦлл ϷмΣлруΦлл    
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Since the completion of our new building addition a 
number of people have been asking when are we 
going to pave the parking lot.  We realize what a 
mess and a hazard the conditions can become in 
the parking lot.  Between the ice, mud and dust it 
doesn't really matter what time of year it is the 
parking lot is always a mess.  However, the Leader-
ship Team is also painfully aware of how expensive 
a project it is.  It has been on the project list for a 
number of years but keeps getting pushed back to 
long range planning due to the costs involved. The 
most recent proposal we have received to pave the 
entire parking lot is $75,920 dollars.  As you can 
see the number is rather frightening!  

 

Of course when we think something is impossible 
God reminds us that with Him all things are possi-
ble. We have received a very generous donation 
from a family that wishes to remain anonymous.                     

 

Parking Lot Stall Sponsor Sheet 

_____  I would like to sponsor a block of parking stalls for $1,000.00  

_____  I would like to sponsor a parking stall for $100.00  

_____  I would like to sponsor a motorcycle parking stall for $50.00  

_____  I would like to give this amount _________ for the Parking Lot Project.  

 

Name ________________________________________________ Envelop # _______  

 

Please return with you financial support for this project.  Thank you!   

The donation is enough to pave a third of our parking 
lot.  It is the decision of the Leadership Team  with 
future prices for oil and asphalt going nowhere but up 
we should move forward on this project.   

 

We would like to begin by having the front (N.E. lot) 
and West lot paved.  This would only leave the back 
lot (Southðby the apartments) unpaved.  The pro-
posal for paving those two sections is $50,460.  The 
gift we have received is $25,000 and with other mon-
ies given to the Parking Lot Fund we have a total of 
$26,500.  In other words we are over half way there!!  
We do not want to assume anymore debt than we al-
ready have so we will need to raise the funding for 
this project before we can begin. To achieve this goal 
we will be asking our members and friends to 
ñsponsorò a parking stall. 

Parking Lot Paving Project  
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ôThe Truth Projectô to be offered again Jan- March  

Absolutely fascinating!ò ñI learned so much.ò ñIt re-
ally gets you thinking.ò Those are just a few of many 
positive comments coming from those who attend-
ed the ñThe Truth Projectò this past year.  

This 12-session, indepth course will give you a 
worldview of the biblical truths contained in the 
Scriptures. It will be held on Sunday evenings Janu-
ary 8-April 1 from 6 to 8pm. (Note: The class will 
not meet on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 5.)  The 
course offers a ñgreat opportunity to ask questions 
on topics you may not have thought much about 
before: What is truth? Who is God? Who is Man?  
How does truth interface with philosophy, anthro-
pology, science, history and theology?  

ñSaving Your Marriage Before it Startsò classes begin in January 

Anyone planning on getting married at Olivet is required to attend either the seven week marriage 
class ñSaving Your Marriage Before it Startsò that begins Thursday, January 12 running through 
February 23 or, the 13 week Financial Peace University course that begins on Monday, January 9   

             (more information on FPU can be found on page 11) 

The fee for the marriage class is $35.00 and $99.00 for the Financial Peace University. 

Please register for either class by calling the church office at 783-1484 or e-mailing alice@olivetlutheran.org  

as soon as possible. 

 

ñThe Truth Projectò is a DVD-based small group curriculum comprised of 12, one-hour lessons taught by Dr. 
Del Tackett of Focus on the Family. Dr. Tackettôs presentation each week is followed by small group discus-
sion time.  Each session discusses in great detail the relevance and importance of living the Christian life. 

At least eight participants are needed to move forward with the study. If youôre interested in attending, please 
pre-register with the church office.  

To learn more about ñThe Truth Project,ò go to www.thetruthproject.org  

Bethany-Riverside February Birthday Month   

Olivet has the privilege of sponsoring the month of February to host the birthday party at 
Bethany-Riverside for its residents.   To make this a special event for them, we would like 
to provide a small gift for each person who is celebrating their birthday.  More infor-
mation on the wanted items will soon be posted in the Weekly Beacon.  There will also be 
a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Table to help with this event.  For more information, 
please contact Ann Wuensch. 


