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Lighthouse Devotions, January 23, 2011 -January 29, 2012
DISCIPLESHIP know our neighborés names. C
MONDAY, JANUARY 22 | MARRQ.:14 If not, what can you do to change that? Is there anything you c

This text has three main points of connection to our series. FirtlieJeame time each day, like work out in a gym, or stop in :
sus finds disciples in the midst of an ordinary day. Second, deffiee shop? If so, you probably see the same people each |
calls very ordinary people to be his disciples. Fishermen are npteex+ g o . Do you know their n
actly the fAcream of the cr opknowtme namesofitbo§e wthasit aroutdwydu inXlass?uPick a
those who think they have it all together. He is looking for thoseeetions around town and get to know the people there. Thrc
are willing to turn their lives around to follow, and dare to beligveimr conver sations, you migh
the One they are following. Third, there is power in this call. In 2eslisne day God will open the door to conversation about de
Goddés reign has broken i nt o thingsi Ask God tologkn yowur pyes td theepladés amdy pedpls
over our lives. The invitation to follow is a sheer gift that comegavitiife where you share proximity.

out warning, and it is the SPANMNiIitdéds job to turn heart s,
ever felt too fAordinaryo t o BRIDAY,JANJARY 26| GOQRINTHMNS 222610 w  wi |
to drop what youdre doi ng t o The thirdllemsnis phie.3Me aiPexperience gai@ in soma way,t
bear to drop? Think about things in your life that you inadvertertiheguare others all around us who are experiencing the same
first. Ask God for a renewed conviction that discipleship is yourfqain. Alcoholics Anonymous is a shining example of how sh
ing. pain can heal and redeem. Think of a painful experience in \
PEOPLE life. Have you ever considered how God might redeem and
TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 | MATTHEV84£0:29 this pain to connect you with someone who is going throug
It would be easy for Jesus to simply tend to the crowd, the massilair experience? When someone is going through a diffi
individuals following him. So many need healing! But Jesus hedrs thee , theredébs no one they w
cries of two blind men sitting by the road. He sees them not omiaddras been there, and lived to tell the tale. How can you ir
who they are, but for what they might become. He sees them a&peéde use your pain to connect with someone? Maybe you t
pl e. We tend to see peopl e ilostadovesr one fecemthh doen @ grief grpup and Feally getttg k
ery. They fill the backgr oun déndtove the peopleltherg. Maybe yaurai withe@ut adob.dint
at all. Who have you passed by as scenery today? Yesterday?darthections group and invest yourself in the people there.
|l ast week? Second, theydr e o IGpddoccopen youreyesie thenptaces and people @ godir.life Wi
merely a means to the end of our shopping. A waitress is meyely share pain.

means of getting our meal. Have you treated anyone like an S8iEE3{ICE

recently? Do you know their names? Could you learn their neB#eBIRDAY, JANUARY 27 | MATTHEW?210:40

Third, we see people as people. We do know their names, weTkreoviourth lens is service. Sometimes connecting with ano
their stories, and our st or i pessondsrae simple asearctipvof cole water. $idgde wwelfd r ¢
dient to Jesus6 command, we vice ssd remarkalled cormectsreire thish rgmaypkabigepeltf e
and objects and begin to see them as people. Where do youcn#tade. Whether you are serving someone in their need or inv
help with this? Ask God to open your eyes and start seeing pecgenasne to serve alongside you, God builds bridges when

people. serve. This is one of the reasons we engage with local food |
AFFINITY tries, Monday Meals, The Warming Center, clothing closets,
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 | 1 CORINTHIAISS 12:4 many other missiatated activities. We have a passion for

When God opens our eyes to see people in a new way, there aredohing out to those in need. We also want to create oppor
lenses we can look through. The first lens is affinity, defined asteesat- invite others into service, because serving does somet

ural connection through similarity. What do you love to do? If you had in our soul. When was the last time you participated in a ser
an entirely free Saturday with nothing going on, nothing onpyopct? When was the last time you invited someone to se
Ahoney doo || ist, what wo ul d algngside ydu@ WhatMa@sithat expgrience ligea Asd €at To C

book? Play golf? Go running? Whatever it is, consider that theyelareyes to new ways you can both serve and invite.
other people who would make the same choice. Harnessing thaDafiR THE FENCE
ity can help you easily connect with new people. How can God use SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 | MATTHEW2@8:16

the very things that make your heart beat faster to reach ouWand ar e cal l ed to disciplesh
touch the hearts of others with faith? Ask God to help you idessifyhe perceived barriers in our lives. We are neither scenery
those people with whom you have affinity. an object in this world. We

PROXIMITY each of us by name. How does it feel to be known, and to
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 | MATTHERV 17:1 loved, like that? Do you believe it? God knows your story and

Jesus, Peter, James, Moses and Elijah all in the same place atritten himself into the script. God has come in Jesus Chris
same time? When they come into proximity with one another, egivaoyou life. God holds your heart in the palm of his hand.
dinary things happen. The second lens for building genuine rets@&myou and you are the apple of his eye. Who will you ref
ships is proximity. Who are you around on a regular basis? Watdlbve to? Let God open your eyes to the people all around
have neighbors, but a recent poll reports that less than half of usevéns t he first step in the |j
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People in need of healing:

Kayl a Mer edith Edith Coll een Dawn

Nicole EilRudsdsoHembdSi erra LawbDemice Fri ekkaren Denni s
Thomas Mi klPeaggy SasgRwmth Lefeviene Joli vE@aoltton

Chuck WillJaas PagerDoris Tul aler emy Bonnie Gartne
Car ol He mbHBHi | een Kei th Bob Mar y

Pat HaskeyMattie Rachel A my Jon & Traci W
Fran Konet$®Wheg Lar sonAggi e Mikelsdain LoegerBemg Fiers
Beverly Leboug AnderRosnemary MBigmason Mar i a

For those Whe fgamielve:and friends of Sue Larson.%f}

Prayer chAosnkce@onds to open your eyes to start seeil” peo
For those i Kytltee WMinljiutmgr YJ:ames Lut ze, Richard (\fgst,
Ty Bjornson, Tyl er, Kevi n, Steven Timm and Pet ‘ Jan:

The Week at a Gl ance
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Mon. Januarby 0203 m Hol
5:30pm Choi
n

6:8000phkmi nci al Peace Univer

Tues. Januar.y3024n Womenbds Bible Breakfasui/ riayeil
9: 00am Exercise Class 2100 Bainbrid s
9:30am Staff Meeting atnbridge St
6: 00pm Recovery Prayer Group La Crosse, Wi °4
7:00pm AA Rev. David J. Bal dt
60883484
Wed. Januarly : DD amBi ble Study Emai | :
5:-6530phe al Info@olivetluthera
6:8500p@onfirmation/ HS Group/ Li fWebg&itoeup
6:45pm Musicians Rehear sal www. ol ivetl uthleran
Thurs. Janua®r@0 0206pkr-Mari tal Cl ass
Fri., January3o2l7sakvends Bible Breakf asit At tendande
7:8000avMends Prayer Group
Jan. 14 53 0|p[m
Sat ., Janua&ry308n Wor ship Jan. 15 8am
S J aB8r:y0 0229 W hi l10anl9s
un. , anu ar: orship
9: 00am Pray with Deacons Totad3o
9:45am Joyf ul Singing
10: 00amWor ship
10: 15amSunday School
6: B000pmMruth Project

Al l activities are open to al/l members and frj|enc
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Living the Love of God

Look Around

to direct one's
attention or eyes

DEFINITION

( Prayer o

Dear God,

There are many different
people in our lives, but we
are also the same. We're
all Children of God.

Thank you for:

' Making us all uniquely

different, but loving us all
equally.

Help us to:

Remember that we are all
Children of God even
though we are all different.
Jesus died for us all. We
are called to love
everyone around us.

\Amen “)




